
USGS-NPS Vegetation Characterization Program 
NVCS Classification Comparison 

National Vegetation Classification Standard  
Comparison of 1997 and 2008 

 
2008 NVCS Version: 
 

A. PHYSIOGNOMY 
 

Class: Mesomorphic Shrub and Herb Vegetation - (dominant general growth forms adapted to basic 
moisture, temperature, and/or substrate or aquatic) 

 
SubClass: Temperate and Boreal Shrub and Herb Vegetation - (global macroclimatic factors driven 
primarily by latitude and continental position, or reflect overriding substrate or aquatic conditions) 

 
Formation: Temperate Shrub and Herb Vegetation - (global macroclimatic conditions as 
modified by altitude, seasonality of precipitation, substrates, hydrological conditions) 

 
Division: Andropogon - Stipa - Bouteloua Grassland & Shrubland Division (continental 
differences in mesoclimate, geology, substrates, hydrology, disturbance regimes) 

 
Macgroup: Andropogon gerardii - Schizachyrium scoparium - Sorghastrum 
nutans Grassland & Shrubland Macrogroup - (sub-continental to regional 
differences in mesoclimate, geology, substrates, hydrology, disturbance regimes 
 

Group: Andropogon gerardii - Sporobolus heterolepis Grassland Group - 
(broadly similar composition, and diagnostic growth forms in 
mesoclimate, geology, substrates, hydrology, disturbance regimes)  

 
B. FLORISTICS  

Alliance (or cover type): Andropogon gerardii - (Calamagrostis 
canadensis - Panicum virgatum) Herbaceous Alliance - (dominant 
species) 
 

Association (or community): Andropogon gerardii - 
Panicum virgatum - Helianthus grosseserratus [Big bluestem 
– Switchgrass – Sawtooth sunflower]  Herbaceous 
Vegetation - (subdominant or associated species with similar 
ecological processes)  

 

 
Figure 1. Andropogon gerardii ‐ Panicum virgatum ‐ 
Helianthus grosseserratus [Big bluestem – Switchgrass – 
Sawtooth sunflower]  Herbaceous Vegetation from 
LaCreek National Wildlife Refuge. 

 



USGS-NPS Vegetation Characterization Program 
NVCS Classification Comparison 
 
1997 NVCS Version: 
 

A. PHYSIOGNOMY 
 

System: Terrestrial/Aquatic - (hydrological regime) 
  

Class: Woodland - (spacing & height of dominant form) 
 

Subclass: Evergreen Woodland - (morphological & Phenological similarity) 
  

Group: Temperate Evergreen Needle-leaved - (climate latitude, growth form, leaf 
form) 
 

Formation: Evergreen needle-leaved forest with conical crowns - (mappable 
units) 
  

B. FLORISTICS  
Alliance (or cover type): Abies lasiocarpa Forest - (dominant species) 
 

Association (or community): Abies lasiocarpa/Vaccinium 
scoparium [Subalpine fir/Grouseberry] Forest - (subdominant or 
associated species with similar ecological processes)  

 

 
Figure 2. Abies lasiocarpa/Vaccinium 
scoparium Forest (Subalpine Fir/Grouseberry 
Forest) from Grand Teton National Park. 
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