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Canyonlands National Park Vegetation Map	 National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Ecological System Name
So. Rocky Mountain Dry-Mesic Montane Mixed Conifer Forest & Woodland
Colorado Plateau Pinyon-Juniper Woodland
Rocky Mountain Gambel Oak-Mixed Montane Shrubland
Inter-Mountain Basins Big Sagebrush Shrubland
Inter-Mountain Basins Greasewood Flat
Inter-Mountain Basins Mixed Salt Desert Scrub
Colorado Plateau Blackbrush-Mormon-tea Shrubland (Mormon-tea)

Inter-Mountain Basins Semi-Desert Grassland
Inter-Mountain Basins Semi-Desert Shrub-Steppe
Inter-Mountain Basins Semi-Desert Grassland (Disturbed)

Colorado Plateau Blackbrush-Mormon-tea Shrubland


Inter-Mountain Basins Active and Stabilized Dune
Inter-Mountain Basins Wash
Inter-Mountain Basins Shale Badland
Colorado Plateau Pinyon-Juniper Shrubland


Inter-Mountain Basins Mat Saltbush Shrubland
Inter-Mountain Basins Cliff and Canyon
North American Warm Desert Riparian Woodland and Shrubland
Rocky Mountain Lower Montane-Foothill Riparian Woodland and Shrubland


North American Arid West Emergent Marsh
Apacherian-Chihuahuan Semi-Desert Grassland and Steppe
Inter-Mountain Basins Playa
Colorado Plateau Mixed Bedrock Canyon and Tableland


Bare rock


Water

Sandbars/Islands/Mudflats


Roads


Park facilities


Canyonlands National Park


Plot location


Observation location


Accuracy Assessment location


Map Class ID, Map Class Name (Inset #1)
96, Douglas-fir Scree Slope Woodland


29, Cool Aspect / Wooded Shale Scarps Complex


24, Juniper – (Pinyon) / Sparse or Grassy Understory Woodland
 
1:70,00020, Pinyon – Juniper / Blackbrush Woodland 0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5

Kilometers25, Pinyon – Juniper Sand Dune Woodland 0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3	 3.5 4 4.5 5
Miles26, Pinyon – Juniper Intermittently Flooded Woodland


27, Pinyon – Juniper “Pour-over” Woodland


8, Basin Big Sagebrush Terrace Shrubland Complex


7, High Terrace (Low Valley Bottom) Shrub Herbaceous Complex


32, Potholed and Jointed Sandstone Woodland Complex


33, Broken Bedrock Ledge and Slope Woodland Complex


11, Sand Sheet Mixed Shrubland Complex


13, Sand Dune Shrub-Herbaceous Complex


14, Green Mormon Tea- Xeric Grasses Shrub Herbaceous Vegetation


15, Shale Barrens Desert Scrub Complex


16, Valley Bottom and Benchlands Grasslands


18, Winterfat Dwarf-shrubland


30, Talus Escarpments Mixed Sparse Vegetation Complex


4, Gambel Oak – Mixed Mesic Shrubs Terrace and Cove Shrubland
 Stratum Species Percent Cover
Canopy 1-5%6, Greasewood Intermittently Flooded Shrubland Complex Pinus edulis 1

Juniperus osteosperma 217, Weedy Herbaceous Complex Tall Shrub 11-15%
Amelanchier utahensis 190, Dry Wash Complex Mahonia fremontii .
Fraxinus anomala 

0
0.

5
591, Floodplain & Tributary Tamarisk & Coyote Willow Shrubland Complex Quercus gambelii 10

Shrub 6-10%92, Tributary Mesic Herbaceous Complex 
Atriplex canescens .
Coleogyne ramosissima .93, Fremont Cottonwood Intermittently Flooded Tributary Woodland 
Ephedra viridis .
Artemisia tridentata 

0
0
0
0.

5
5
5
594, Sporobolus airoides – (Greasewood) Shrub Herbaceous Complex 

Chrysothamnus nauseosus 4
Forestiera pubescens 2


Dwarf Shrub


132, Slickrock
1-5%Not all map classes are displayed in inset maps. Opuntia polyacantha 0.5

Gutierrezia sarothrae 3Cover Pattern 
Herbaceous 11-15%

Asclepias 3Clumped/Bunched 
Phragmites australis 1
Machaeranthera canescens .Linear 

See inset mapsPoa fendleriana 
0
0.

5
5 for further detailRegularly Alternating Oenothera longissima 1

Chrysopsis villosaDensity Class aplopappus armerioides .H
Hymenopappus filifolius 

0
0.

5
5
5Closed Tree Canopy/Continuous (> 60% coverage) Tree Seedling <1%

Pinus edulis 0.5Open Tree Canopy/Discontinuous (25-60% coverage) 
Nonvascular 1-5%Sparse Tree Canopy (10-25%) Biological soil crust 5

Dense Shrub Canopy (> 40% coverage)
Light Shrub Canopy (< 10-40%)

Inset 1: 1:12,000 scale Vegetation Polygons with Physiognomic Modifiers 
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Stratum Species Percent Cover
Canopy 15-25%

Populus fremontii 15
Shrub 25-35% 

Artemisia tridentata ssp. tridentata 7
Chrysothamnus nauseosus 13
Sarcobatus vermiculatus 4
Atriplex canescens 2 

Stratum Species Percent Cover Graminoid 1-5%
Shrub 5-10% Bromus tectorum 2

Artemisia bigelovii 1 Forb 1-5%Ephedra viridis 5 Lepidium alyssoides var. eastwoodiae 4Krascheninnikovia lanata
Atriplex canescens 0.

1
1

Graminoid 10-15%
Stipa speciosa 6
Hilaria jamesii 2
Stipa speciosa 1 Inset 2: 1:12,000 scale Vegetation Polygons with 2002 True Color Photography
Muhlenbergia porteri 0.5 
Bromus tectorum 2 
Sporobolus cryptandrus 0.5

Forb 0-1%
phaeralcea parvifoliaS

Stanleya pinnata 0.
1
1

Outside Plot 
Bouteloua gracilis
Juniperus osteosperma 

Stratum Species Percent Cover
Shrub 1-5%

Eriogonum leptocladon .
Chrysothamnus nauseosus 

0
0.

5
5

Ephedra viridis 1
Dwarf Shrub 1-5%

Artem sia frigida 1
Opunt

i
ia erinacea 0.5

Graminoid 1-5%
Muhlenbergia pungens
Sporobolus airoides .
Bromus tectorum .
Stipa comata 

0
0
0.

Bouteloua gracilis
Stipa hymenoides 

1
1
1
1
1
1

Forb 5-10%
Orobanche fasciculata .
Comandra umbellata 

0
0.

1
1

Hymenopappus filifolius 6
Oenothera pallida ssp. pallida 
Lepidium montanum var. jone .1
Abronia fragrans .5
Machaeranthera canescens .
Erigeron .
Salsola tragus .
Brassicaceae .
Senecio multilobatus 

0
0
0
0
0
0
0.

1
1
1
1
1

Townsendia incana .
Sphaeralcea parvifolia 

0
0.

1
1

Nonvascular 15-25%
Dark cyanobacteria 4
Moss 15

Outside Plot 
Juniperus osteosperma 
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Stratum Species Percent Cover
Canopy 1-5% Stratum Species Percent Cover Stratum Species Percent Cover 

Forb .1%Juniperus osteosperma 1 Shrub 1-5% 
Sphaeralcea parvifolia .Atriplex canescens 2Pinus edulis 2 
Machaeranthera canescens 

0
0.

1
1Yucca baccata 0.1Shrub 6-10% Oenothera albicaulis .Mahonia fremontii 0.1Chrysothamnus nauseosus 6 Gaillardia pinnatifida 

0
0.

1
1Dwarf Shrub 1-5%Dwarf Shrub <1% Lepidium montanum var. jonesii 0.1Echinocereus triglochidiatus 0.1 Cooperator: U.S. Geological SurveyOpuntia polyacantha 0.5 Collema 0.5Opuntia erinacea 2Herbaceous 6-10% Nonvascular 25-35%Gutierrezia sarothrae 0.5Chrysopsis villosa 2 Moss 3Graminoid 25-35%Xylorhiza tortifolia . Dark cyanobacteria 
5
5Stipa comata 30Haplopappus armerioides . Outside PlotElymus elymoides 0.5Bouteloua gracilis 

0
0
0.

5
5
5 Assisted by: e2M and NatureServeJuniperus osteospermaSporobolus cryptandrus 2Cryptantha flava . Hilaria jamesii .achaeranthera canescens 

0
0.

5
5 Stipa hymenoides .M

Muhlenbergia pungens Bouteloua gracilis 

0
0
0.

5
5
5Artemisia campestris 

2
2

Tree Seedling <1%
Pinus edulis 0.5

Nonvascular 1-5%
Biological soil crust 4 
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